[History of medical progress in renal transplantation: a review of 3,000 consecutive kidney grafts at Bicetre-Kremlin, Bicetre University Hospital - France].
Major medical progress has been made in the field of renal transplantation over the last 40 years, thanks to advances in areas such as metabolism, immunology, therapeutics, and pathology. This progress has been accompanied by important changes in French legislation that governs organ harvest and transplantation, as well as the institutions that regulate organ allocation. Patient and graft survival have both increased markedly, although long-term improvements have been somewhat offset by complications, including adverse effects of immunosuppression. On average recipients are older than in the past and some recipients are now dying from age-related comorbidities despite having functional grafts.